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Hastings Council Issues 

This report deals with Tressell ward issues and is 
written by your Tressell ward councillors. We will be 
alternating writing the monthly report and this month 
it’s Cllr Ali Roark. 

As the council leader, Cllr. Kim Forward has introduced 
a number of ways you can keep up-to-date with what 
the council’s up to. Kim does a weekly video blog 
which you can see here: 

https://www.hastings.gov.uk/news/vlogs/ 

Or there’s now a weekly Hastings Council newsletter by email, which you can sign 
up for here: 

https://www.hastings.gov.uk/news/newsletter/ 

And Kim still has her fortnightly Hastings Observer column. 

Tressell Ward Issues 
Details of our walkabouts are on the blog on the Tressell Councillors website: 
www.tressell.org.uk/tressell-blog and will continue to be updated as we do them. We 
also usually share these to our Facebook page @Tressell 

Here are some of the issues we have been looking into over the past month and 
some updates: 

 

Farley Bank 

We have had some good news about 
some areas on Farley Bank following our 
most recent walkabout with Optivo. I 
suggested that kickboards be installed 
along the bottom of the fences in the bin 
cage areas along the bottom footpath, to 
try to help contain the rubbish that spills 
and makes its way into the front gardens of 
the flats there. I have had a response from 
Optivo that this has been agreed and that 
they will be installing these soon. The 
Council’s street cleaning team also 
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Seating area on Farley Bank after being weeded and jet 
washed 
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responded positively to my request to have the bottom seating area weeded and jet 
washed – it looked much better afterwards and I am glad we could help get this area 
cleaned up.  

 

West Hill Community Centre 

The lease on the West Hill Community Centre expires next year and this won’t be 
renewed by East Sussex County Council unless the building is brought up to EPC 
energy efficiency standards – which seems impossible for the building in its current 
form. There are options for keeping the community centre open, but this will involve 
people getting involved, either as new trustees or another community group stepping 
in to take over – and applying for funding grants etc. As the local councillors, Peter 
and I will be attending the AGM to find out more. This is to be held on Wednesday 
16th March at 7pm at the West Hill Community Centre. We are keen to see the 
community centre stay in use as we think it is a well-used community asset. We 
would like to hear your views on this and do come along to the AGM if you would like 
to find out more about what’s going on, have ideas to put forward for the future of the 
community centre, or want to get involved. You can email info@westhillcc.com as 
well for more information. 

 

Bembrook Road Open Space Trees 

We delivered a resident newsletter to Bembrook 
Road and the surrounding area this week, 
highlighting the upcoming AGM at the West Hill 
Community Centre among other issues. This also 
mentioned the possibility of trees being planted on 
the Bembrook Road Open Space. This is not 
something that the Council has organised but I 
have offered to share the information about it to 
get the word out. There is an opportunity to accept 
funding from the Urban Tree Challenge Fund to 
plant 41 trees on the lower part of the Bembrook 
Road open space and 20 trees on the 
westernmost of the West Hill lawns this Autumn. 
Currently, the bid organiser is undertaking 
community consultation on the types of tree that 
local people would like to see planted. The survey 
they are conducting is in the picture here – if you 
would like to respond you can email your answers 
to me at cllr.ali.roark@hastings.gov.uk and I will 
pass your comments along. If you would like to get 
involved with the project as a volunteer (volunteers 
are needed to help plant and look after the trees) 
and are happy for me to pass your contact details along to the organiser I can do 
that too – get in touch and let me know. 
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St George’s Road 

Liam Crowter and I delivered leaflets along St. George’s and Calvert 
Roads in early February to help the NHS publicise a weekend 
vaccination drive in town called “Superstar Saturday.”  

As residents had contacted me about ongoing issues with dog fouling 
on St. George’s Road, I raised this with officers at the Council who 
arranged for a deep-clean of the street. I have also received approval 
that the faded “no dog fouling” signs can be replaced so I will follow 
up to check that is done. I would encourage residents to report 
ongoing dog fouling online through My Hastings here: 
https://my.hastings.gov.uk  

Wildflower Survey 

Just in time for Spring, we have a survey up on the Tressell website 
asking for your views on wildflowers/weeds/street plants. We know 
there is some strong support in town for stopping ESCC spraying 
glyphosate (and this is something Hastings Borough Council has 
asked them to stop doing!) but we would like to hear from as many 
residents as possible to find out your views. Find the survey here: 
http://tressell.org.uk/tressell-surveys 

 

Upcoming Elections 

Peter will be standing down this year, after 16 years of serving 
as the borough councillor for Tressell ward. I have valued his 
support and insight and have enjoyed working with him. I am 
sure you will join me in thanking Peter for his hard work over the 
years and in wishing him all the best for the future. The Labour 
Party candidate for Tressell ward in the May elections will be 
Liam Crowter. Liam has been joining Peter and I in the ward, 
delivering leaflets, meeting residents and reporting local issues. 
You can find out more about Liam on the Election section of the 
Tressell website here: http://tressell.org.uk/elections 

Council Updates 

For updates from Hastings Borough Council you can check the website: 
www.hastings.gov.uk or follow on Facebook: @Hastingsboroughcouncil or on 
Twitter: @Hastingsbc 

Get in Touch 

If you would like to share your views with us or have an issue 
you would like us to look into, do get in touch: 

cllr.ali.roark@hastings.gov.uk 

cllr.peter.chowney@hastings.gov.uk  

Liam Crowter out in Tressell ward 

A bee on wildflowers 
on Frederick Road 

Liam Crowter and Cllr Ali 
Roark on St. George’s Road in 
February 

Cllr Ali Roark and Cllr Peter 
Chowney on Frederick Road 


