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Hastings Council Issues 

This report deals with Tressell ward issues and is written by your Tressell ward 
councillors. We will be alternating writing the monthly report and this month it’s Cllr 
Ali Roark. 

As the council leader, Cllr. Kim Forward has introduced a number of ways you can 
keep up-to-date with what the council’s up to. Kim does a weekly video blog which 
you can see here: 

https://www.hastings.gov.uk/news/vlogs/ 

Or there’s now a weekly Hastings Council newsletter by email, which you can sign 
up for here: 

https://www.hastings.gov.uk/news/newsletter/ 

And Kim still has her fortnightly Hastings Observer column. 

 

Tressell Ward Issues 

Details of our walkabouts are on the blog on the Tressell Councillors website: 
www.tressell.org.uk/tressell-blog and will continue to be updated as we do them. We 
also usually share these to our Facebook page @Tressell and I usually share them 
to my Instagram as well which is @aliroark_tressell 

Here are some of the issues we have been looking into over the past month and 
some updates (much more detail is in the blog posts on the website): 

 

Old London Road and Bembrook Road 

This month we went to check in on the bin-store on Old London Road, where there 
had been problems in the past with overflowing rubbish, and we were pleased to see 
that it was still spotless except for a fly tipped mattress which we reported. The green 
recycling bins are no longer there though there are recycling bins further up the hill. 
Unfortunately, it seems that some of the communal recycling bins attract fly tipping 
and normal rubbish being put in them, which then means they are not collected as 
they are contaminated. We think this was part of the problem behind this particular 
bin store being so full of rubbish previously.  

We also went on a walkabout along the Bembrook Road area and we reported some 
issues on My Hastings – you can read more about what we found on the blog.  
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Halton and Farley Bank 

On a positive note, this month saw the start of Optivo estate walkabouts with Optivo 
officers. Optivo have given us named officers for each estate in Tressell Ward now, 
as well as a schedule of walkabout dates going into next year. They have also given 
us a dedicated email address for Hastings Councillors to use to report problems. We 
are hoping to be able to work more closely with Optivo officers going forward to the 
benefit of the residents on the estates. Of course, we know that there is an ongoing 
problem with litter and fly-tipping on the estates and we will continue to flag up the 
issues here. 

Peter went on the first walkabout on Farley Bank and we both went to the one on the 
Halton Estate. We have assurances that Optivo and Hastings Borough Council will 
be working in partnership to tackle the persistent issues of fly tipping and litter on the 
estates – there is no easy solution unfortunately but we have raised awareness of 
the problems and we look forward to working in partnership towards lasting 
improvements here. Do get in touch if things are particularly bad or if there are 
issues like overflowing bins, litter, fly tipping or other issues and we can help flag 
them up to Optivo and/or HBC. 

We will be continuing to look into what can be done about the dilapidated seating 
area at the bottom of Farley Bank – if you remember when this was created (and 
who painted the mural there) or if you have any ideas as to what could be done with 
it, do get in touch as we’d like to hear your views. The seating and planters were 
installed with grant money given to a community organisation that no longer exists, 
and they are not owned by either Optivo or the Council. But we want to see if there is 
something we can do to improve this area anyway as it really is in a very sorry state! 

If you would be interested in setting up or being a part of a residents association 
anywhere in Tressell Ward, or if you are already part of one that we don’t know 
about, do get in touch and let us know. We might be able to help with setting one up 
or at least point you in the right direction. 

Residents can of course report issues on MyHastings too (for Farley Bank – as the 
footpaths are the responsibility of HBC to clean) or to Optivo for action. Visit the 
Useful Links page on our Tressell Councillors website for links to different 
organisations where you can report various issues. If you report something and it is 
not actioned, or if you are having trouble reporting something, feel free to get in 
touch to let us know and we can try to help sort it or point you in the right direction. 

Finally, we have a survey on the website that anyone can fill in if you have 
experience living on, or near, an Optivo estate and would like to give us any 
feedback (good or bad) about life on the Optivo estates. You can find the survey 
here: http://tressell.org.uk/tressell-surveys 
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Council Updates 

For updates from Hastings Borough Council you can check the website: 
www.hastings.gov.uk or follow on Facebook: @Hastingsboroughcouncil or on 
Twitter: @Hastingsbc 

The Covid vaccine rollout is continuing in Hastings and the Town Hall is offering 
vaccinations now on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays, as well as all the other 
places in town you can get your 1st or 2nd jabs and boosters. For more information 
and for a list of places offering the vaccine along with opening times, vaccine type, 
and contact details visit the Covid Vaccine information page on the Council’s 
website:  https://www.hastings.gov.uk/my-council/covid19/vaccine/ 

The Local Strategic Partnership (LSP) along with Hastings Borough Council is 
looking to refresh its Equalities Charter and there is a consultation on the draft 
charter running at present. To read the draft charter and for how to make a comment 
should you have one visit: https://www.hastings.gov.uk/my-
council/consultations/equalities-charter/ 

The Annual Climate Change Report went to Cabinet this month. This is an ongoing 
item that will come back to Cabinet each year with an additional update every six 
months. You can watch the Lead Member for Environment, Cllr Maya Evans 
speaking about this report on the video of the Cabinet meeting on 4th October. Go to 
this link for the recent videos of Council meetings: https://www.hastings.gov.uk/my-
council/cm/ 

 

Contact the MP for Hastings and Rye   

There are a lot of things in the news at the moment that I know many local residents 
feel strongly about. A lot of these are national issues relating to bills currently 
passing through Parliament, like the Nationality and Borders Bill, the changes to 
National Insurance and Universal Credit, and the recent vote in Parliament on the 
amendment to the Environment Bill that means water companies can continue to 
release sewage into our rivers and seas. If you have strong views on these, or any 
other items of national legislation/importance, I encourage you to write to the MP for 
Hastings and Rye, Sally-Ann Hart. You can find information for how to contact our 
MP here: https://members.parliament.uk/member/4842/contact 

Get in Touch 

We are continuing our Friday walkabouts whenever 
possible and welcome invitations to look at any particular 
issues in your area of the ward. Feel free to get in touch:  

cllr.ali.roark@hastings.gov.uk 

cllr.peter.chowney@hastings.gov.uk  

 

 

Cllr Ali Roark and Cllr Peter 
Chowney at the top of the 
Hardwicke Road steps this month 
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