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This report deals with Tressell ward issues, as well as a summary of issues arising 
from my cabinet portfolio, for finance and property.  Now, the Tressell reports will be 
written by each of the Tressell ward councillors (Cllr. Ali Roark and Cllr. Peter 
Chowney), alternating monthly.  This month, it’s Peter Chowney. 

 

Hastings Council Issues 

As the council leader, Cllr. Kim Forward has introduced a number of ways you can 
keep up-to-date with what the council’s up to.  Kim does a weekly video blog which 
you can see here: 

https://www.hastings.gov.uk/news/vlogs/ 

Or there’s now a weekly Hastings Council newsletter by email, which you can sign 
up for here: 

https://www.hastings.gov.uk/news/newsletter/ 

And of course, Kim still has her fortnightly Hastings Observer column, as I did when I 
was leader. 

 

Tressell Ward Issues 

We have done several ward walkabouts this month, although we’ve done them 
individually, because of holidays and the suchlike. Over the last month, we’ve 
covered Frederick Road, Cookson Gardens estate, Halton estate, and Priory Road.   

Ali and I will be back to doing our Tressell ward walkabouts jointly again this month, 
on Fridays at 12.30pm (weather permitting). Let me know if you’d like to join us.  

Here are some of the highlights and updates. 
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Cookson Gardens 

Since the ‘double skinned’ fence 
with anti-climb paint was installed, 
anti-social behaviour problems 
caused by youths climbing over 
the fence, or breaking it down, to 
get into the estate have 
significantly reduced, according to 
one of the residents I spoke to 
there. Somebody did damage the 
fence from the Cookson Gardens 
side recently, and the chain link 
fence on the other side of the 
wooden fence has been damaged 

again. However, the measures taken there to secure that boundary fence do seem to 
have worked, with any occasional problems now caused by people entering the 
estate from Frederick Road. 

Halton Estate Landscaping 

A few weeks ago, we reported a 
lot of fly tipping on Halton Estate, 
but most of it had been cleared 
when Ali visited, so that was good. 
Overall, the estate (at least the bit 
between Priory Road and Halton 
Terrace/Crescent) is looking better 
than it has in the past. The 
recycling bins have been taken 
away – this was a problem spot 
that often was overflowing with fly 
tipping and rubbish (which meant 
the bins were not collected as the 
recycling was contaminated), but 
has now improved. Now that the 
bins have gone, there won’t be a 
recycling collection from here, so 
residents wanting to recycle will 
need to put their recycling 
elsewhere for collection. I will be in contact with Optivo to make sure residents are 
made aware of where they can recycle from now on. 

But the landscape maintenance still needs attention. There were lots of brambles 
and bindweed growing in the bushes.  Bits of brambles and cuttings have just been 
left on top of the bushes. There is also litter in and on some of the bushes. The 
playground had cut grass spread all over it and litter too. All this was reported to 
Optivo. 
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‘Road to Nowhere’ Site 

This is the large area of 
brownfield land that has long 
been earmarked for housing 
development, and was 
originally buildings that formed 
part of the old Mount Pleasant 
Hospital. Its entrance is at the 
junction of Oakfield Road and 
Frederick Road. The road 
though the site was intended to 
connect with Hurrell Road as 
part of a Millennium 
Communities development, but 
that never happened. The site 

was sold to local developer Gemselect, and it’s now looking like development is 
about to start. There’s a digger and dumper truck on the site, and site clearance has 
begun. Perhaps we’ll finally see this site developed – planning permission was 
granted a couple of years ago, but nothing much has happened until recently, 
although the delay was, I understand, mainly because of the Covid lockdowns 
holding up the finalising of the s.106 agreement for the site. 

Optivo Estates 

One of the issues we’ve 
raised most often in these 
reports is the appalling state 
of the housing estates 
managed by Optivo housing 
association – in Tressell 
ward, these are Halton 
Estate and Farley Bank 
Estate. We’re not the only 
ward to have problems – 
Down Farm Estate in Ore 
and Broomgrove Estate in 
Baird have similar problems 
too. We’ve even done litter 
picks on these estates ourselves, in conjunction with other Labour councillors. 

The problem, for us as councillors, is that there has been no identified officer at 
Optivo with whom to raise these problems. When I first became a councillor in 
Tressell, every estate had its own estate manager, who knew and understood their 
estates. But that system was abolished, meaning there was no-one who knew the 
estate for either tenants or councillors to contact about problems, just a generic 
email address. 

After some fairly robust exchanges with Optivo, over the last couple of years, they 
have now finally agreed to reintroduce a system where individual Optivo officers 
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have responsibility for the estates in Tressell ward.  They will also be conducting 
regular estate inspections with the ward councillors (in Baird, Ore and Tressell 
wards), as estate managers used to do in the past. 

While this isn’t quite the same as reintroducing estate managers with specific 
responsibility for an estate (which is what we’d asked for), it’s a big step forward. 
Either Ali Roark or myself (or both of us) will be attending these programmed estate 
inspections, and will tell you about what we find, and what Optivo are doing about it, 
through these reports. 

 

For much more detail about our walkabouts, see the Tressell Blog: 

www.tressell.org.uk/tressell-blog 

 

Hastings Council: Finance and Property 

 

Grants to Local Businesses: Update 

During lockdown we ran a local grant 

scheme for businesses called Additional 

Restrictions Grants (ARG), which 

allowed us to pay small grants to 

businesses that had not been entitled to 

the statutory lockdown grants.  We had a total of £2.6m to distribute, through three 

separate phases of the ARG scheme, with a deadline of the end of July to distribute 

all the money.  We achieved this by mid-July, although as it was on a ‘first-come-

first-served’ basis for the third round, there were quite a few applicants who didn’t get 

their completed application in before the money ran out.   

As we distributed all the money by the deadline date, the government has given us 

another £500,000 to distribute via a fourth ARG round.  That money has allowed us 

to give grants to those businesses who didn’t get their applications in before the 

ARG third round money ran out. There will be a small amount left over, which could 

be used for town centre Christmas activities and decorations to help local 

businesses. 

Harold Place 

The Harold Place former toilet site in the town centre is also now being developed 
jointly with a retail catering partner. 

http://www.tressell.org.uk/tressell-blog
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There will be a two-story restaurant on 
the site, which has been designed to 
meet high environmental standards, 
maximising energy conservation. Costs 
of the scheme have gone up following 
delays to the project caused by the 
Covid pandemic, but a council cabinet 
meeting recently agreed to increase the 
budget from £1.2m to £1.7m, rather than 
compromise the quality of the materials 
used in the construction of the building. 
The building has been designed to look 
modern, but to fit in with the surrounding 
architecture (see picture). A planning 

application has now been submitted for the proposal, and will appear on the council’s 
website as soon as it’s validated. 

Churchfields Business Centre 

Construction will begin on 1 November to 
build a new two-storey business centre 
containing 29 small business incubator 
units at Churchfields Industrial Estate in 
Hollington. The new building will be 
known as Churchfields Business Centre, 
and forms a key part of the council’s 
climate change strategy, to provide new 
opportunities for environmentally 
sustainable businesses. 

The building will be built to a very high 
sustainable (BREEAM) standard and 
feature "Superfast" broadband, extensive 
energy efficiency measures, a green 
roof, solar PV, security features, electric 
vehicle charging points, and be fully 
accessible - all with the aim of minimising tenant costs and promoting environmental 
sustainability. The work, which is planned to be completed in late summer 2022, is to 
be undertaken by local company Westridge Construction Ltd and will be managed by 
sustainable building specialists Allen Construction Consultancy Limited.  

The units will be aimed in particular at ‘green’ start-up businesses whose operations 
are intended to tackle climate change. 

 

That’ll do for this month – if you have any questions, do get in touch. 


