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 February 2018 

 
 
 
 
 
This report deals with Tressell ward issues, as well as a summary of issues arising 
from my cabinet portfolio, for finance and property.  Now, the Tressell Reports will be 
written by each of the Tressell ward councillors (Cllr. Ali Roark and Cllr. Peter 
Chowney), alternating monthly.  This month, it’s Peter Chowney. 

 

Hastings Council Issues 

As the council leader, Cllr. Kim Forward has introduced a number of ways you can 
keep up-to-date with what the council’s up to.  Kim does a weekly video blog which 
you can see here: 

https://www.hastings.gov.uk/news/vlogs/ 

Or there’s now a weekly Hastings Council newsletter by email, which you can sign 
up for here: 

https://www.hastings.gov.uk/news/newsletter/ 

And of course, Kim still has her fortnightly Hastings Observer column, as I did when I 
was leader. 

 

Tressell Ward Issues 

Ali and I are doing our Tressell ward walkabouts regularly again, now on Fridays at 
12.30pm (weather permitting). Let me 
know if you’d like to join us.  

Since Ali’s report in July, we’ve done 
three walkabouts, a litter pick, and 
leafletting, covering different parts of 
the ward. Full details of these 
walkabouts are on the Tressell Blog 
on the Tressell Councillors website, 
but here are some of the highlights 
and updates. 
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Cookson Gardens Update 

Over the past few months, we’ve had complaints about anti-social behaviour in 
Cookson Gardens and Ticehurst Close, perpetrated by a gang of youths who have 
been getting into the estate through a broken fence at the back of the play area.  

The play area fence has now been repaired more strongly, with the boards screwed 
into place, and this does seem to have stopped it getting kicked through. The trees 
overhanging the fence have also been trimmed and branches removed, to make the 
fence harder to climb. The other side of the fence has also been painted with anti-
climb paint, although only a small section had been done – the contractor was 
awaiting further supplies.  Anti-climb paint is, it seems, yet another victim of post-
Brexit building materials shortages. I’ve been told today however that the work has 
now been done.  I will go along myself to check though, over the next couple of days. 
Network Rail had also said that they’d repaired their chain link fence on the other 
side of the play area fence, but that doesn’t seem to have happened.   

There are still reports of anti-social behaviour on the estate from the youths who 
have been causing problems in the past, but it’s beginning to look like they’re just 
coming to the estate a different way. We’ll see what happens when the anti-climb 
paint is completed, and when Network Rail repair their fence (if they do).  The police 
have also been involved, and have been following up the anti-social behaviour 
reports with households on Broomgrove Estate. 

In the meantime, please let us know about any further incidents, and do report them 
to the police via the Sussex Police website, or by phoning 101. 

 

Hardwicke Road Open Space 

This space, which leads down from Hardwicke Road to Old London Road, is owned 
and maintained by Optivo housing 
association, although the footpath 
and steps that run down along one 
edge are the county council’s 
responsibility to repair, and Hastings 
Council’s responsibility for cleaning. 
So it’s not surprising that residents 
get confused about whom they 
should report problems to. When we 
did our walkabout here, there was 
flytipping on the green space, and it 
clearly hadn’t been mowed at all this 
year. We reported this to Optivo, and 
this flytip (along with several others on their land) has now been cleared. The grass 
has been cut too, but not very well, and only part of it. I’ve commented here before 
that it’s no bad thing to create wildflower meadows in place of mown grass, but that 
should never be an excuse to just abandon grassed areas altogether, as Optivo 
seem to have done in some areas. To create meadows, the grass needs to be cut 
twice a year and all the cuttings removed.  It also needs litter picking during the year. 
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If it’s just left to its own devices, it’s likely to end up as a soggy, scrubby mess full of 
litter, with not a wildflower in sight. 

 

Old London Road Bins 

There is a group of bins in a bin store area on Old London Road, just below 
Robertson’s Hill. These are exclusively for the use of 
the block of Optivo flats there.  However, as soon as 
they’re emptied, they quickly fill up and the area 
becomes strewn with rubbish that spills out onto the 
street.  Technically, this should be down to Optivo to 
manage as the bin area belongs to them, but they don’t 
seem to be doing that, so Hastings Council has had to 
sort it out, as we are responsible for emptying the bins 
(via Biffa, the waste collection contractor). The bins 
were emptied, but they quickly filled up and the area 
was a mess again – and because Biffa couldn’t get to 
the bins, they didn’t empty them. 

The amount of rubbish being deposited here seems far 
too much for the residents of this small block of flats.  
And from looking at the contents of some of the bags 
that have been dumped there, it looks more like trade 
waste.  Indeed, there have been reports by residents of 
the flats of a white van pulling up and dumping their 
rubbish there – which is, of course, illegal. Anyone 
operating a business (apart from holiday cottages or a 

business from their own home) must have a trade waste contract, and the council 
can ask them to prove that they have.  They can’t take their rubbish to the Pebsham 
tip, and they certainly can’t dump it beside someone else’s dustbin. 

If you do see anyone pulling up in a vehicle by those bins and dumping rubbish 
there, please get the registration number and let us know.   

 

Halton Estate Litter Pick 

On Saturday, 17th July, we organised 
a litter pick on Halton Estate.  We did 
this with several other Labour 
councillors, most of whom had 
similar problems with Optivo estates 
in their own wards, and were as fed 
up as we are with Optivo’s failure to 
maintain their estates to a 
reasonable standard. 

The event was quite fun really – we 
were all properly equipped with Hi-
Viz jackets, bags and litter pickers, 
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and a lot of residents on the estate thanked us, as well as complaining bitterly about 
Optivo’s failures, many making the point that they pay a service charge to maintain 
the grounds in the estate, but the maintenance isn’t done. 

After a couple of hours, we’d got the whole estate pretty much clean, removing litter 
that had been there for months, possibly years, in some cases. The soiled nappies 
that Ali had reported several times, and had remained by one of the entrance doors 
for over a month, were finally disposed of, along with cans, takeaway packaging, 
bottles, at least two pairs of knickers, and a dead rat … and much more besides.  

Since then, the estate seems to have remained reasonably clean, partly because 
residents themselves are getting into litter picking.  But they shouldn’t have to – 
keeping the communal areas clean is something Optivo charge their tenants for, but 
don’t do, not on any of their estates in Hastings. The following weekend, Ali and I 
joined in a litter pick on Down Farm Estate, in Ore.  That was even worse than 
Halton, and more depressing to do, as we could nowhere near get it finished. 

School Road 

We found a few problems here, 
on our walkabout, mostly 
relating to Solle Mews, the 
social housing development 
managed by Orbit housing 
association. The small 
‘community garden’ at the top 
of School Road was provided 
as part of the Solle Mews 
development, to be maintained 
as a public space by Orbit.  We 
had reported litter there earlier 
in the year, and were told by 
Orbit that they would keep an 

eye on it and inspect it regularly.  However, that appears not to be happening. The 
garden has now become so overgrown that it’s almost impossible to get into it at all, 
with most of the growth comprising brambles, sycamores and other weeds that have 
long overwhelmed the original planting.  In short, it’s a mess.  We reported this to 
Orbit (on their councillors’ email address, which is the only way we have of 
contacting them), but have had no response yet.  Further down the School Road hill, 
there was more overgrown vegetation, this time with brambles dangling down from 
Solle Mews to the School Road footway below.  We reported this too, along with the 
broken fence panels in the Solle Mews car park.  The surfacing in School Road is 
also very poor, with large areas of the tarmac missing and the base layer stones 
breaking up and spreading across the road – all of which seems quite dangerous on 
such a steep hill.  We have reported this to East Sussex County Council before, but 
so far nothing has been done.  We’ll chase it up. 

 

For much more detail about our walkabouts, see the Tressell Blog: 

www.tressell.org.uk/tressell-blog 

http://www.tressell.org.uk/tressell-blog
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Hastings Council: Finance and Property 

 

Grants to Local Businesses: Update 

During lockdown we ran a local grant 

scheme for businesses called Additional 

Restrictions Grants (ARG), which 

allowed us to pay small grants to 

businesses that had not been entitled to 

the statutory lockdown grants.  That 

could be because they were not operating out of business-rated premises, or 

because they were not in the range of businesses that were entitled to the statutory 

grants, but were affected by the pandemic, usually because they were ‘supply chain 

businesses’. 

We had a total of £2.6m to distribute, through three separate phases of the ARG 

scheme, with a deadline of the end of July to distribute all the money.  We achieved 

this by mid-July, although as it was on a ‘first-come-first-served’ basis for the third 

round, there were quite a few applicants who didn’t get their completed application in 

before the money ran out.   

As we distributed all the money by the deadline date, the government has given us 

another £500,000 to distribute via a fourth ARG round.  It’s not clear how we will use 

that yet, but it’s likely that the first call will be those applicants who put in valid 

applications too late to get a grant in the third round. 

 

Alexandra Park Bowls Pavilion 

As the council is no longer able to 
subsidise most sports activities 
unless it receives external funding 
(thanks to the ten years of austerity 
cuts to council funding by the 
government), all the bowls pavilions 
and greens in Hastings were offered 
to the clubs that used them free, to 
manage themselves.  Some took up 
the offer, and are now responsible 
for their own greens and pavilions.  
However, the club in Alexandra Park decided not to do this, so the pavilion and 
green was no longer needed for bowls. 

This was just before the pandemic and lockdowns, so there was a considerable 
delay in doing anything further with the green and pavilion. However, they have now 
been advertised for bids to take them on, and provide some sort of catering or other 
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community facility in the park.  There has been quite a lot of interest in this, so I’m 
confident the pavilion and green will soon be back in use, although not for bowls. 

If you’re interested in putting in a bid, or know anyone else that would be, you can 
find details here: 

https://www.hastings.gov.uk/estates/propertiestolet/AlexandraParkBowls/ 

Offers are open till 27th August. 

 

That’ll do for this month – if you have any questions, do get in touch. 

https://www.hastings.gov.uk/estates/propertiestolet/AlexandraParkBowls/

