
1 
 

 

 

 February 2018 

 
 
 
 
 

Hastings Council Issues 

This report deals with Tressell ward issues and is written by your Tressell ward 
councillors. We will be alternating writing the monthly report and this month newly-
elected councillor Ali Roark has written it. 

As the council leader, Cllr. Kim Forward has introduced a number of ways you can 
keep up-to-date with what the council’s up to. Kim does a weekly video blog which 
you can see here: 

https://www.hastings.gov.uk/news/vlogs/ 

Or there’s now a weekly Hastings Council newsletter by email, which you can sign 
up for here: 

https://www.hastings.gov.uk/news/newsletter/ 

And Kim still has her fortnightly Hastings Observer column. 

 

Tressell Ward Issues 

Peter and I do our weekly Tressell ward walkabouts on Fridays at 12.30pm (weather 
permitting). Details of these can be found on the Tressell Councillors website: 
www.tressell.org.uk/tressell-blog 

 

Here are some of the issues we have been looking into over the past month and 
some updates: 

 

Cookson Gardens 

Following another report from residents of anti-social 
behaviour in the area, I met with residents to listen to their 
concerns and suggestions this month (Peter was on 
holiday so I went alone, but this is an ongoing situation 
that Peter has been in contact with residents about 
previously). We received confirmation this month that 
Hastings Borough Council officers have started work on 
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measures to improve the situation by securing the 
playground fencing among other things. We will be 
following up to make sure that this work has been 
completed and that the situation has improved for 
residents. 

 

 

Japanese Knotweed 

I have received confirmation from East Sussex County 
Council Highways that the Japanese knotweed growing 
along Mount Pleasant Road/Broomgrove Road is now the 
subject of enforcement action. Last I looked it was still 
there, but Japanese knotweed is tricky to deal with so this 
may take some time for the landowner to sort. We will 
keep an eye on this and ask Highways for another update 
if necessary. 

You can report Japanese Knotweed on the ESCC Highways website here: 
https://www.eastsussexhighways.com/report-a-problem/vegetation/weeds 

Select Japanese Knotweed in the drop-down menu and choose where it is on the 
map. Japanese Knotweed is an invasive plant and enforcement action can be taken 
on private landowners if it is found to be encroaching onto neighbouring land. 

 

 

Pavement Parking 

It has been brought to our attention this month that some areas are experiencing 
problems with vehicles parking on pavements. The issue of parking on pavements, 
and of inconsiderate parking in general, is a bit of a complicated one. In cases where 
cars are parked across a dropped kerb or blocking access to a driveway, East 
Sussex County Council may be able to offer help. More information can be found 
here: https://new.eastsussex.gov.uk/parking/enforcement/vehicle-obstruction  
Parking that obstructs a road or pavement in a way that is dangerous can be 
reported to the police via Operation Crackdown here: 
http://www.operationcrackdown.org Choose “Unnecessary Obstruction” in the 
dropdown menu for Antisocial Driving. You can also use this site to report 
abandoned vehicles – check if they are taxed and MOT-ed first though as if they are 
then they do not count as abandoned. 

 

https://www.eastsussexhighways.com/report-a-problem/vegetation/weeds
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Highways Issues 

Some of the broken kerbstones along Greville Road have been 
marked for repair/replacing after Peter and I reported these to the 
Highways steward.  

A very broken patch of pavement on Coghurst Road has been 
repaired – Peter reported this a while back before the election. There are certain 
criteria that have to be met for ESCC Highways to carry out repairs – there are other 
bits of pavement on Coghurst Road that clearly have been deemed not bad enough 
to fix at the moment. We will continue to report Highways issues to East Sussex 
County Council though as some do get repaired. You can report issues too on the 
following link: https://www.eastsussexhighways.com/report-a-problem  

Some residents were concerned that the pothole repair on Frederick Road was 
sinking again after having just been repaired. I reported this to East Sussex County 
Council Highways who came back to say they would reinvestigate the situation. 

 

 

Farley Bank and Halton Estates 

 

 

I have had confirmation 
from officers at Hastings 
Borough Council that the 
sign at the top of Farley 
Bank should be either 

repainted or replaced soon 
– we’ll keep an eye out for 

that. 

 

 

The Optivo estates have an ongoing problem with litter and fly tipping accumulation 
and it is not very easy for residents (or councillors!) to report problems and get them 
sorted quickly. 

We have been taking photos of particular problem areas and passing these onto 
both Optivo and council officers. Hastings Borough Council has some responsibility 
for cleaning in Farley Bank, and we have got agreement from officers to double the 
litter-clearing efforts (to twice-weekly) there. The Halton estate is all managed by 
Optivo and is proving a lot more difficult to get action on. Some fly tipping and litter 
has been cleared but the litter situation on the estate is still unacceptable and our 
efforts are ongoing to improve this.   

https://www.eastsussexhighways.com/report-a-problem
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Leafleting  

We have had our postcard/information leaflet printed, 
with a photo of Peter and I by the Bembrook Road open 
space. We have 2.5k of these to deliver and though it’s 
good exercise for us to deliver them all ourselves, it will 
take a while, so any offers of help to speed things along 
would be most welcome. If you can help deliver a road 
or two please do get in touch with either Peter or I to let 
us know. 

 

Get in Touch 

We are continuing our Friday walkabouts whenever possible and welcome invitations 
to look at any particular issues in your area of the ward. Feel free to get in touch: 
cllr.ali.roark@hastings.gov.uk or cllr.peter.chowney@hastings.gov.uk  

 

You can find us on Facebook: @tressell or I am on Instagram too: @aliroark_tressell  
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