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Hastings Council Issues 

This report deals with Tressell ward issues, as well as a summary of issues arising 
from my cabinet portfolio, for finance and property. 

As the council leader, Cllr. Kim Forward has introduced a number of ways you can 
keep up-to-date with what the council’s up to.  Kim does a weekly video blog which 
you can see here: 

https://www.hastings.gov.uk/news/vlogs/ 

Or there’s now a weekly Hastings Council newsletter by email, which you can sign 
up for here: 

https://www.hastings.gov.uk/news/newsletter/ 

And of course, Kim still has her fortnightly Hastings Observer column, as I did when I 
was leader. 

 

Tressell Ward Issues 

Last month, we had the Hastings Council 
elections, which saw Labour candidate Ali 
Roark elected as the second Tressell ward 
councillor.  So our Tressell ward councillors 
for Hastings Borough are now Peter 
Chowney and Ali Roark. For full details of the 
numbers of votes cast and the list of 
candidates, go to the ‘elections’ page on the 
Tressell Councillors website: 

http://tressell.org.uk/elections 

Ali and I are back doing our Tressell ward walkabouts regularly again, now on 
Fridays at 12.30pm (weather permitting). Let me know if you’d like to join us. From 
now on, we’ll alternate writing these reports too, so it’ll be Ali next month. 

Since my last report in April, we’ve done three walkabouts, covering different parts of 
the ward - not as many as usual because of the election campaign. Full details of 
these walkabouts are on the Tressell Blog on the Tressell Councillors website, but 
here are some of the highlights and updates: 
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Cookson Gardens 

Over the past couple of months, we’ve had 
complaints about anti-social behaviour in Cookson 
Gardens and Ticehurst Close, perpetrated by a 
gang of youths who have been getting into the 
estate through a broken fence at the back of the 
play area. The numbers in the ‘gang’ have been 
getting larger, with incidents of children on the 
estate being bullied and intimidated, as well as 
abuse and threats being made to local residents.  

The play area fence has been repaired several 
times, but is repeatedly broken down again. We 
raised the matter with the police, who have visited 
the estate and interviewed local residents about it.  

Ali went on a walkabout with Optivo, PCSOs and 
John Whittington (Hastings Council Community 
Safety Officer) on the Broomgrove Estate, so on the 
other side of the fence. They discussed the fence 
and how the ASB was affecting Cookson Gardens. 
On that side of the play area fence, there’s another 
broken chain link fence which is probably owned by 
Network Rail (the land the other side of the fence is 
over the rail tunnel). Hastings Council officers have been trying to find out who at 
Network Rail is responsible for the fence, and whether they would be prepared to at 
least contribute to a stronger, higher fence along the boundary of their land and the 
play area. This is what we’ll be pressing for – Network Rail could install a pretty 
secure fence, of the kind they install along railway lines (and have recently installed 
on Mount Pleasant Road) more cheaply than the council can, even if Hastings 
Council has to pay for some or all of it.  

In the meantime, please let us know about any future incidents, and do report them 
to the police via the Sussex Police website, or by phoning 101. 

 

Property Closure in St George’s Road 

After a long period of anti-social 
behaviour and drug dealing arising 
from occupants of 19a St George’s 
Road, the property has been closed by 
the police and Hastings Council. These 
closure orders are made by the 
magistrates’ court, under powers 
available to the police and the local 
authority, although they’re normally 
exercised jointly. They can be applied 
to any property, whether it’s let to a 
tenant privately or by a housing 



3 
 

association, or indeed is owner occupied, where a property has been persistently 
associated with criminal activity.  The property is boarded up and closed by order of 
the court, in this case for a period of three months. 

Technically, the tenant (this is an Optivo housing association property) retains their 
tenancy, but would have to continue to pay their rent, and would not be entitled to 
housing benefit, so closure of a tenanted property usually means a new tenant 
moves in after the closure period.  

Anyone made homeless through the closure has the right to apply for support for 
now being homeless, although they might be classified as ‘intentionally homeless’. 
But this property had been at the root of many problems for local people for a long 
time, and residents in St George’s Road will be relieved that the property has now 
been closed, and the occupants evicted. 

 

Lawns or Meadows? 

On a recent walkabout, Ali 
and I looked at the 
different ways grassed 
open spaces in the ward 
were being treated. The 
Bembrook Road open 
space is partly mowed to 
allow access, but partly 
left as a meadow.  The 
grassed area around the 
West Hill Community 
centre is mowed, as is 
Halton Graveyard.  But the 

wide verge along Halton Terrace has not been mowed. 

For the council, there’s a balance to be struck between allowing everything to grow 
as a meadow, and mowing the grass.  Mown grass creates spaces where children 
can play, and the space can be used for summer events, dog walking, and other 
recreational activities. Leaving it to develop into a meadow encourages biodiversity 
and wildlife. For a larger area, the mixed solution adopted at Bembrook Road seems 
ideal, creating smaller meadows that people can walk between and enjoy. For West 
Hill Community Centre, where (in normal years) the grassed areas are used for 
outdoor events, it’s probably better to keep them mowed. Halton Graveyard is 
trickier; it is used by local children for play, but did have a lot of wildflowers growing 
there before it was mowed.  Perhaps this would be better left as a shaded meadow, 
more suited, as a former graveyard, to be a quiet, contemplative space.  

The verge along Halton Terrace is managed by East Sussex County Council – we’ll 
try to find out what their intention is for that, whether it’s to be a meadow, or whether 
they just haven’t got around to mowing it yet. 

Creating a meadow is more complicated than just not mowing though – the grass 
and flowers still have to be cut back hard at the end of the summer, ideally with all 
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the cuttings removed to reduce the levels of nutrients and weaken the grass. And it 
takes years for wildflowers to become established to create a proper meadow, which 
will occur naturally, eventually. 

One of the things I’d be interested in doing is a Tressell ward survey of local people’s 
opinions on what we should do with these local grassed areas. Let me know if you’d 
like to take part, or failing that, just let me know what your opinion is. 

 

Japanese Knotweed 

At this time of year, Japanese 
Knotweed can become a 
problem in Tressell ward, where 
there’s a lot of it. There’s plenty 
in Speckled Wood, and on what 
we believe to be Network Rail 
land off Mount Pleasant Road 
and Broomgrove Road. It’s not 
illegal to have knotweed on land 
you own, but allowing it to 
spread onto someone else’s 
land can be deemed to be ‘anti-
social behaviour’ and a 
potential offence under ASB 
legislation. But it’s also an 

offence to remove knotweed from a site, unless you’re a licenced contractor.  

The council, or any other agency, doesn’t have any responsibilities to deal with 
knotweed, it’s entirely the responsibility of the landowner.  This can be difficult where 
the land is unregistered and has no owner, as is the case for an ‘outbreak’ in Hurrell 
Road. It does burn reasonably well as it contains a volatile oil, but even then, you 
can’t remove the burnt remains from the site.  In Speckled Wood, Ore Community 
Land Trust has dealt with some areas of knotweed by cutting it down and burning it, 
then injecting the cut ends with weedkiller. But even this labour-intensive treatment 
has to be repeated for at least two years to be effective, in their experience. 

There are strict rules about dealing with knotweed though, which you need to follow, 
if you’re not using a licensed contractor.  For further advice, see Hastings Council 
website: 

https://www.hastings.gov.uk/environmentalhealth/pollution/Knotweed/ 

Or the government website: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/prevent-japanese-knotweed-from-spreading 
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Speckled Wood Open Day 

Ali and I both went to the 
Speckled Wood Open Day 
on May 22nd, which was held 
by Ore Community Land 
Trust at their volunteer 
centre, a converted shipping 
container on land they own, 
just behind Ore Village 
Green.  There was a good 
turnout, with bug hunts for 
children and guided tours of 
the woodland, before the rain 
started!  It was a good 
opportunity though for local 
people to find out about the woodland and its history, and current ownership status, 
as well as the work carried out by OCLT volunteers.  To find out more about OCLT, 
see their website: 

https://orecommunitylandtrust.wordpress.com/ 

There’s also a page about Speckled Wood on the Tressell Councillors website. 

 

Planning Application for Development in Speckled Wood 

An issue that was raised at the open day, and elsewhere, is a planning application to 
build two houses next to Arlington Cottages, on the unsurfaced access road behind 
the Ore Village shops and Ore Church. This site is part of a much larger land holding 
at the Victoria Avenue end of Speckled Wood, and is owned by an offshore company 
that has previously attempted to develop the land. Before the woodland was 
designated as protected open space, they did have planning approval for a (pretty 
impossible) housing development, but this permission was removed by the planning 
inspector during the examination in public of the last local plan. The current 
application is for a single dwelling on a small part of their land only, on the border of 
Tressell ward and Ore ward, but within the area of land designated in the local plan 
as protected open space.   

This proposed development is not, in my view, the real intention of the developer.  
They’re hoping that if this were to be approved, they’d have a case for developing 
the whole of their site, as the integrity of the protected open space would have been 
compromised. So it’s important that this application is turned down. I am hoping that 
planning officers will recommend it for refusal as it’s in protected open space, but the 
more objections there are to the application, the better. Andrew Battley, the Ore ward 
Labour councillor, will be making sure the application is called in for discussion at 
Planning Committee if it’s not recommended for refusal under delegated powers.  He 
has already raised his objections to the application (only the councillor for the ward 
where the proposed development is located can do this). 

https://orecommunitylandtrust.wordpress.com/
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However, members of the public can comment and object, so please do so.  You can 
find the planning application here, where you can make comments: 

https://publicaccess.hastings.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=_HSTBC_DCAPR_118282&activeTab=su
mmary 

For much more detail about our walkabouts, see the Tressell Blog: 

www.tressell.org.uk/tressell-blog 

 

Hastings Council: Finance and Property 

 

Grants to Local Businesses 

During lockdown we ran a local grant 

scheme for businesses called Additional 

Restrictions Grants (ARG), which 

allowed us to pay small grants to 

businesses that had not been entitled to 

the statutory lockdown grants.  That 

could be because they were not operating out of business-rated premises, or 

because they were not in the range of businesses that were entitled to the statutory 

grants, but were affected by the pandemic, usually because they were ‘supply chain 

businesses’ 

We have £1.7m left over from that ARG scheme (from a total of £2.6m), so we’ve set 

up a new restart-style scheme to distribute this money to local businesses, 

somewhat unimaginatively called ‘ARG3’. 

For this scheme, we’ve tried to make the grants available to the widest possible 

range of businesses. So this time, there will be no requirement to prove an actual 

loss of income over two years, and it will be possible to claim even if you received 

grants under the self-employed Covid scheme. There are still some statutory checks 

the council has to conduct, to prove you had a business that was operating on April 

1st – this could be a VAT number, a business bank account, or a set of accounts 

compiled for tax purposes. Any business that qualified for a grant under the previous 

ARG2 scheme will automatically qualify for ARG3, and should by now have been 

paid the ARG3 grant too. 

The grant will be offered to all businesses that weren’t entitled to the statutory restart 

grants or other statutory lockdown grants from last November (which were for 

businesses who were required to close during lockdown where the owner was 

registered as the ratepayer in business-rated premises). This new non-statutory 

grant will be for a minimum of £4,000 for businesses operating from home, more for 

https://publicaccess.hastings.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=_HSTBC_DCAPR_118282&activeTab=summary
https://publicaccess.hastings.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=_HSTBC_DCAPR_118282&activeTab=summary
https://publicaccess.hastings.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=_HSTBC_DCAPR_118282&activeTab=summary
http://www.tressell.org.uk/tressell-blog
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those operating from non-domestic premises (because their costs will have been 

higher). The scheme will work on a ‘first come first served’ basis – paying out 

successful applications until the money’s all gone.  If there’s still some left over by 

the end of June, which is the government deadline for closure of the scheme, we’ll 

simply pay more to everyone who’s already received it. 

All details and the online application are at: 

https://www.hastings.gov.uk/my-council/covid19/businesses/funding/ 

 

York Buildings 

This is the building in 

Hastings Town Centre 

occupied by Millets, which is 

grade 2 listed and owned by 

the council (not a recent 

purchase, we’ve owned it for 

decades). The upper floors 

have been abandoned for 

many years, so the council 

let a contract to convert 

these upper floors into 

housing. Because it’s a listed 

building, this has been complicated and expensive, although the project will still 

break even in the end. The works are due to complete in August.  

When complete, the upper part of this building will be converted into six new flats. 

These flats will be available for rent, but it’s likely that they will be used entirely for 

housing homeless families.  This fits well with the council’s strategy of acquiring and 

building properties for housing homeless families, as this is far better than using bed 

and breakfast accommodation.  It also fits with the council’s policy (along with pretty 

much all other councils) of creating more living accommodation in town centres, to 

help boost the evening economy and revitalise town centre spaces. 

 

Cornwallis Street Hotel 

This project is also progressing, with some initial designs being considered for an 80-

bed hotel on Cornwallis Street car park. For this development, the council will retain 

the freehold of the land, and build the hotel according to the specification supplied by 

Premier Inns, who will run the hotel. The designs will still be subject to the usual 

planning application process of course, and may well be modified through this 

https://www.hastings.gov.uk/my-council/covid19/businesses/funding/
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process.  When the application is submitted, the designs and overall proposal will be 

available for comment.   

This will be a very useful 

addition to tourist 

accommodation in 

Hastings. We’re 

desperately short of 

serviced tourist 

accommodation, with only 

1,000 serviced bed spaces 

(compared to 10,000 in 

Eastbourne). With more 

people likely to be holidaying in the UK in future, this hotel is exactly what we need. 

 

That’ll do for this month – if you have any questions, do get in touch. 


