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Hastings Council Issues 

This report deals with Tressell Ward issues, as well as a summary of issues arising 
from my cabinet portfolio, for finance and property. 

As the council leader, Cllr. Kim Forward has introduced a number of ways you can 
keep up-to-date with what the council’s up to.  Kim does a weekly video blog which 
you can see here: 

https://www.hastings.gov.uk/news/vlogs/ 

Or there’s now a weekly Hastings Council newsletter by email, which you can sign 
up for here: 

https://www.hastings.gov.uk/news/newsletter/ 

And of course, Kim still has her fortnightly Hastings Observer column, as I did when I 
was leader. 

 

Tressell Ward Issues 

We are now doing our Tressell Ward walkabouts regularly again, and as from 2nd 
April, can do them with up to six people. Mostly though, it’s been myself, Ali Roark 
(the Labour candidate for Tressell Ward in the Hastings Council election) and Ruby 
Cox (the Labour candidate for the Tressell and Old 
Hastings division in the East Sussex County 
Council elections). 

Since my last monthly report, we’ve done four 
walkabouts, covering different parts of the ward.  
Full details of this walkabout are on the Tressell 
Blog on the Tressell Councillors website, but here 
are some of the highlights and updates: 

‘Top End’ of Tressell   

This area usually presents few problems, but there 
are some examples of very poor surfacing to roads and footways here. In Coghurst 
Road, a large part of the footway has simply disintegrated, leaving large chunks of 
loose tarmac, which anyone a bit unsteady on their feet could easily fall on.  We did 
report this to East Sussex County Council earlier in the year, but they said that it 
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wasn’t bad enough to be repaired. The picture shows Ruby holding a piece of tarmac 
from the footway – just another example of the appalling state of roads and footways 
throughout Hastings, but which the county council won’t repair. 

The housing development site at 
the bottom of Clifton Road 
remains abandoned, and poorly 
maintained. The developers 
seem to have no plans to start 
anything there, and have 
abandoned the site. Councils 
need powers to deal with this sort 
of thing – a ‘use it or lose it’ 
approach, where councils can 
take the land and get it 
developed, and deduct the costs 
of doing it from any 
compensation that’s paid.  Not 
only is land like this an eyesore, but it locks away sites that could be used to provide 
much-needed housing. Probably the only thing we could do with this site is pursue 
planning enforcement action for the Herras fencing.  Without planning permission, 
that can only be used temporarily around a development site – as there’s no 
development, the fencing shouldn’t be there. Doesn’t help much with the real 
problem, but it might force the site owner to at least make their intentions clearer. 

Old London Road Area 

Again, there’s a lot of bad potholes and 
very poor surfacing in this area.  And 
again, for the most part, the county 
council claims it isn’t bad enough to 
repair. On School Road in particular 
(see picture), the surface is especially 
bad, and dangerous on such a steep 
road. We’ve been on to Orbit Housing 
Association too, about the poor state of 
the small public garden at the top end of 

School Road (which they maintain), and the poor condition of their development at 
Solle Mews itself.  

There’s a long-standing problem with the 
bank at the side of Old London Road, 
above the junction with Priory Road. This 
is usually litter-picked once a year, along 
with other roads where it’s dangerous to 
clean the verges, when they’re closed for 
the Hastings Half Marathon.  However, 
that’s been cancelled for the last two 
years. This one is particularly difficult to 
do because it slopes so steeply, and the 
road has to be closed, which is difficult.  
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Hastings Council’s street cleaning team is however now putting together a ‘safe 
system of work’ to make sure the road can be closed, and that operatives can get up 
the steep bank safely. 

Halton Estate 

Halton Estate is entirely maintained and 
cleaned by Optivo Housing Association, 
but is a constant problem because of 
poor grounds maintenance and cleaning 
in particular.  Every time we look at it, 
there’s a lot of litter everywhere, much of 
which has obviously been there a long 
time. We can usually get them to clean it 
up, but it then deteriorates again – 
cleaning on this estate (and on Farley 
Bank) is simply too infrequent, and not 

done well enough. There is little the council can do about that, apart from repeatedly 
raising the matter with Optivo. Hastings Council has in the past threatened Optivo 
with a Community Protection Notice, which has worked and they keep it clean for a 
while, but it always deteriorates 
again. The real problem seems to be 
that Optivo simply don’t having any 
named individuals looking after their 
estates anymore. Since estate 
managers were abolished, there is 
no-one who knows, understands, 
and cares for individual estates. 
Problems can be reported online (by 
tenants, not by councillors!) but 
there’s no single person to take 
overall responsibility – just the 
regional maintenance and cleaning 
teams.  There is no doubt that the condition of these estates has got much worse 
since estate managers were abolished.  

The role of housing associations needs to be looked at nationally – they are no 
longer the local charities dedicated to their local communities that they once were – 
repeated mergers have created huge national corporate organisations, with no 
contact with their local communities.  In my view, these giant national housing 
providers should be broken up, and their housing returned to local authorities. 

Mount Pleasant Road 

There’s a piece of land on the north side of the road, just west of Broomgrove Road, 
that has always been a problem. It isn’t registered, but we’ve always suspected that 
it belongs to Network Rail (it borders the railway).  Up till Christmas, there were two 
very tatty and unused advertising hoardings there. In one of the January storms, one 
of these blew over, and was in danger of falling onto the road. These have now been 
removed, although I’m not entirely sure by whom – I assume Network Rail, as the 
fencing that’s now been installed looks very much like the fencing Network Rail uses 
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along railway lines. One small part of this site (still surrounded by scruffy boards) is 
privately owned, at the western end of the plot. This used to be the site of the ‘We 
Buy Anything’ shop, which was abandoned many years ago, and fell into disrepair.  
Council attempts to use its ‘Grotbusting’ powers to force the owners to improve the 

appearance of the building failed, 
thanks to a legal loophole the owners 
exploited (at significant expense – it 
would have been cheaper to just deal 
with it). Eventually, the building was 
demolished, after it had pretty much 
fallen down anyway. The building had 
been undermined by badgers, making 
it unstable. The badger sett remains – 
it’s a big one, and extends under 
Mount Pleasant Road, which is why 
the northern footway there keeps 

sinking. If the same thing starts happening to the road, it’s going to be a problem … 

For much more detail about our walkabouts, see the Tressell Blog: 

www.tressell.org.uk/tressell-blog 

 

Hastings Council: Finance and Property 

 

Grants to Local Businesses 

Last month, I gave details of the confusing range of different lockdown business 
grants that were available, applying to different businesses at different times.  All 
those have now closed, replaced by new ‘Restart Grants’.  These apply to 
businesses with rated premises that are still trading on the 1st April 2021, which 
were required to close at different times over the last year, including non-essential 
retail, hospitality, accommodation, leisure, personal care and gym businesses.  The 
grant amounts available depend on the type of business and the rateable value of 
the premises. These are statutory grants, so the council has no discretion over them.  
However, businesses have to apply again from scratch, even if they received the 
previous lockdown grants, and the government is requiring much more detailed audit 
checks on businesses to avoid fraud.  This means that although payments began on 
6th April, it will take some time to pay them all because of the extra checks that have 
to be made.  

As from 9th April, 120 have been paid out of the 721 applications received, 57 are in 
audit for checking or queries, leaving 534 still to processed. Any that have missing 
information will take significantly longer to process. 

Over 90% of the grants have been paid through national, statutory schemes. 
However, these schemes only apply to business with business-rated premises.  If 
you operate a business from home, or from premises where you’re not the rate 
payer, you’re not entitled to them.  All businesses that don’t have rated premises 

http://www.tressell.org.uk/tressell-blog
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have been entitled to the (much smaller) grants available under locally determined 
Additional Restrictions Grant (ARG) schemes. The scheme Hastings Council has 
been running is still open for applications up to 30th April – details are on the 
council’s website.  After that (or possibly before, overlapping with it) the remaining 
available funding will be converted into a local start-up scheme for businesses 
without rated premises.  

Applications for the current schemes (statutory start-up grants and the ARG scheme) 
can be made through the Hastings Council website. Details of the new local start-up 
scheme for businesses without rated premises are still to be developed. 

All details are at: 

https://www.hastings.gov.uk/my-council/covid19/businesses/ 

 

Council Tax Reduction Scheme 

Hastings Council is one of only a couple of 
councils in the whole country that still has 
100% Council Tax reduction scheme, so 
most people on out-of-work benefits pay no 
Council Tax at all. During the pandemic, the 
Government made money available to 
provide additional reductions under the 
scheme, but it has been difficult to spend 
that in Hastings because most of our 
claimants are paying no Council Tax 
anyway. Over a million pounds was made 

available, but we have now managed to spend around 90% of it, by giving an extra 
£500 reduction to those who are working but receiving CTR, and for pensioner 
claimants too. The Council has also set aside over £100,000 for individual hardship 
cases, where people are having difficulty paying their Council Tax, but aren’t 
automatically entitled to support. 

Hastings Council is intending to keep the 100% Council Tax Reduction Scheme in 
future years – or at least, that’s the commitment we’ve made in the Labour manifesto 
for the May council elections. 

 

That’ll do for this month – if you have any questions, do get in touch. 

https://www.hastings.gov.uk/my-council/covid19/businesses/

