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Hastings Council Issues 

This report deals with Tressell Ward issues, as well as a summary of issues arising 
from my cabinet portfolio, for finance and property. 

As the council leader, Cllr. Kim Forward has introduced a number of ways you can 
keep up-to-date with what the council’s up to.  Kim does a weekly video blog which 
you can see here: 

https://www.hastings.gov.uk/news/vlogs/ 

Or there’s now a weekly Hastings Council newsletter by email, which you can sign 
up for here: 

https://www.hastings.gov.uk/news/newsletter/ 

And of course, Kim still has her fortnightly Hastings Observer column, as I did when I 
was leader. 

 

Tressell Ward Issues 

We have now restarted our Tressell 
Ward walkabouts, but can at the 
moment only do them with two 
people. So for the last two weeks, it’s 
been myself and Ali Roark (the 
Labour candidate for Tressell Ward in 
the Hastings Council elections on 6th 
May). 

March walkabouts 

On 2nd March, we explored Farley 
Bank estate and Hurrell Road. On 7th 
March, we looked at Frederick Road, 

and some of the roads leading from it, so: Deepdene Gardens, Waterside Close, 
Valleyside Road, Cookson Gardens estate, Little Acres, and Speckled Wood 
housing. 

Full details of this walkabout are on the Tressell Blog on the Tressell Councillors 
website, but here are some of the highlights and updates: 
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Farley Bank 

There’s still a problem with the 
cleanliness of the estate. The roads 
and footpaths are the responsibility of 
Hastings Council to keep clean.  These 
were pretty good.  However, the 
landscaped areas are the responsibility 
of Optivo housing association – these 
were a mess.  Having enquired about 
this, again, it seems that Optivo clean 
their areas just before the refuse 
collection takes place, which means 
litter from burst rubbish bags remains 

there all week.  They’re going to change their cleaning day to just after the refuse 
collections.  However, I’m not convinced that all the litter there results from refuse 
collections, and some of it along the edges of verges has clearly been there a long 
time.  I’ll go back next week to check, but I doubt this tweak to the cleaning day is 
going to make much difference. 

There was also quite a bit of flytipping on the estate – we reported that on My 
Hastings, and it was removed the next day.  If you’re on the estate (or indeed 
anywhere else) and see flytipping, please do report it – it will be removed quickly. 

St Helen’s Hospital Site 

This is better known locally as the 
‘Road to Nowhere’ site, because of 
the access road that was built nearly 
twenty years ago, after the land was 
bought by the (now defunct) South 
East England Development Agency 
as part of a Millennium Communities 
project that never happened. It 
remained abandoned for several 
years, before being sold to local 
developer Gemselect. They received 
outline planning permission to 
develop the site for 56 homes, to include a greenway cycle route across the site, 
linking through council owned land and the Ore Business Park development to Ore 
Station via the Broomgrove power station site (also now owned by Gemselect). 

Gemselect received detailed planning permission for the first phase of the Road to 
Nowhere site development, for 33 homes. This was well over a year ago, but the 
pandemic and other complications have held up the finalisation of the s.106 
agreement.  This is a legal agreement the council enters into with the developer for 
larger schemes, and includes details that aren’t part of the planning permission – for 
example, detailed proposals for drainage, hard landscaping, soft landscaping, and so 
on. These can be complicated and drag on.  However, this does now seem to be 
nearing completion and is likely to be signed within the next couple of weeks. 
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While I don’t want to see development of this site delayed, there are still some issues 
that concern me. The ecological surveys that were done on the site were carried out 
a long time ago, and are now out of date, at least in part. A reptile relocation exercise 
took place a few years ago, and a reptile-proof fence put around the edge of the site 
(a low metal barrier 30cm high or so). However, that fence has long since been 
broken down and last summer there were definitely slow worms on the site – Tania 
and I saw them ourselves.  So I am asking whether reptile relocation will have to 
take place again. If it does, that will delay the start of the development, but is 
necessary so these protected species can be relocated. 

Waterside Close Culvert  

When we last did our walkabout in 
this area, the culvert was full of large 
flytipped rubbish: mattresses, 
electrical goods, and tyres.  This was 
dangerous because if the drainage 
from the culvert blocks, it can result in 
local flooding – this has happened in 
the past. We reported this at the time, 
and the rubbish has now been 
cleared. However, the footpath along 
here, between Waterside Close and 
Quantock Gardens, is very messy 

with a lot of litter. The land is owned by Network Rail, so there’s no chance of getting 
it cleaned by them, even as a one-off. I have however asked if the council’s street 
cleaners can do a one-off litter pick along there, to tidy it up. The culvert itself is 
steep sided and overgrown, and would be too dangerous to litter pick.  However, it 
shouldn’t be too difficult to tidy up the footpath and the bits alongside it. If the council 
can’t do it, then it might be possible to get local volunteers on to it. 

Deepdene Gardens 

When our street cleaning was 
done by an external contractor 
(Kier Environmental Services), 
this area always looked awful. 
The road was covered in litter, 
and many of the residents 
seemed to just chuck their 
rubbish in the general direction 
of their bin rather than actually 
put it inside the bin. There was 
also frequent flytipping, with no 
pride in the area and how it 
looked.  

Since the council took the street cleaning service back in-house, Deepdene Gardens 
has been cleaned much more frequently and effectively.  The last few times I’ve 
been down there, both Deepdene Gardens and Waterside Close have been 
spotless, no litter or flytips at all.  It’s a place residents can, and do, take pride in.  
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This effect is often known as ‘broken window syndrome’ – if you allow an area to 
deteriorate, local residents lose any pride in it, and end up contributing to its poor 
state. To be honest, I’ve never entirely believed it, but it seems to have happened in 
Deepdene Gardens … possibly! 

Cookson Gardens 

This small estate (comprising Cookson Gardens, Ticehurst Close, Tuppenney Close) 
has, in contrast to Deepdene Gardens, always been spotlessly clean. True, it is 

mostly owner occupied while 
Deepdene is mostly social rented, 
but that shouldn’t necessarily 
make any difference to the way 
the estate is looked after and how 
clean it is. 

This estate shows an interesting 
contrast with the Little Acres 
estate that adjoins it.  Little Acres 
was developed around fifteen 
years later than Cookson 
Gardens. While Cookson is 
largely detached and semi-

detached properties, with gardens and a lot of communal open space, Little Acres is 
much denser, mostly three- or four-storey town houses with no, or small, gardens 
and little open space. This development of 32 homes was fitted onto a site that had 
previously been occupied by just one bungalow and a large garden. 

The contrast between these two estates is a sign of the times.  As the housing 
shortage becomes more acute, housing land in small, urban areas such as Hastings 
is at a premium, especially as around a third of the area of the borough is protected 
open space. Newer developments are likely to be much higher densities, such as the 
one at Little Acres. There’s a balance to be made between protecting green space, 
creating good quality, sustainable homes, and building enough homes for all the 
people who need them. That’s not always an easy balance to make. 

Local Elections 

Elections for both 
Hastings Council and 
East Sussex County 
Council take place on 6th 
May this year. The Labour 
candidate for Tressell 
Ward in the Hastings 
Council elections is Ali 
Roark; for the Tressell 
and Old Hastings Division 
in the East Sussex 
County Council elections, 

it’s Ruby Cox.  You can find out more about both of them on the ‘Elections’ pages on 
the Tressell Councillors website.  
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This year, the election campaign will be rather different, with little door knocking.  
Most canvassing will be done by telephone.  There probably will be leaflets to deliver 
though.  If you’re able to help with any of this, please let me know. 

 

The Tressell Councillors website is at: www.tressell.org.uk. Please promote it to 
anyone you know who lives in the ward (or indeed anyone else!). 

 

Hastings Council: Finance and Property 

 

Grants to Local Businesses 

Grants available to 
businesses have become 
increasingly complicated 
during the course of the 
pandemic, with Hastings 
Council required to administer 
14 different grant schemes. 
These fell into two main 
categories: 

• The statutory grants, which were the same across the whole country, and 
were paid to business-rated premises that were required to close, and where 
the business owner was the ratepayer. This also included the same 
businesses if their business was affected during periods when they weren’t 
required to close; 

• Discretionary grants, which were paid according to local schemes drawn up 
by each council, designed to pick up businesses that had suffered during the 
pandemic but weren’t eligible for the statutory grants. 

Almost all of the money (over 90% of it) was made available through the statutory 
schemes.  But there were a lot of businesses that didn’t qualify under those statutory 
schemes.  These include: 

• Supply chain businesses that weren’t required to close, but supplied goods or 
services to businesses that were required to close; 

• Businesses operating out of shared premises where the person running the 
business wasn’t the ratepayer; 

• Bed and Breakfast businesses, where the property was liable for Council Tax 
rather than business rates; 

• Small businesses run from home rather than from business premises; 

• Shops that weren’t required to close but whose business suffered anyway – 
for example, convenience stores in tourist areas. 

http://www.tressell.org.uk/
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Hastings Council is doing its best to make sure money available through these 
discretionary schemes is targeted on businesses that 
have missed out on statutory grants, including anyone 
who operates some kind of a business from home, 
however small, but has lost more than 30% of their 
income compared to the previous year.  But the 
national system hasn’t been all that fair, and the 
money given out via the fairly limited criteria of the 
statutory schemes has been small.  For example, in 
Hastings, there’s a food manufacturer that supplies 
prepared meals for airlines and hospitality venues.  
Their business was badly affected, but they weren’t 
required to close so they didn’t get a statutory grant 

(we were able to help them through the discretionary scheme).  By contrast, people 
who own small zero-rated holiday let properties often received more in statutory 
grants than they would have expected to take in letting fees if they had been fully 
booked for the entire year.  

At the moment, the following statutory schemes are in operation: 

• Local Restrictions Support Grant (closed businesses); 

• LRSG Closed Tier 4 Addendum; 

• LRSG Closed 5 Jan Addendum (first payment); 

• LRSG Closed Addendum (November lockdown); 

• LRSG (Open businesses – or rather, closed businesses when they were 
allowed to open!); 

• Closed Business Lockdown Payment. 

I’m not even going to begin to explain what all those are! But they all come to an end 
on 31st March, when they will be replaced by a single new statutory grant called the 
‘Restart Grant’.  Full details of this are yet to be released by the government, but it 
seems likely that it will be paid automatically to businesses that have received the 
statutory grants listed above. 

There is also the Additional Restrictions Grant, which is the discretionary scheme 
determined by the council locally. That won’t be closing on March 31st, but will get 
additional money aimed at helping businesses to emerge from lockdown. 

Confused?  So is everyone else … You can find details of all the available grants at: 

https://www.hastings.gov.uk/my-council/covid19/businesses/ 

 

 

 

 

https://www.hastings.gov.uk/my-council/covid19/businesses/
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Cornwallis Street Hotel 

A few months ago, the council 
agreed to enter into a deal with 
Premier Inns, whereby the 
council builds a new hotel on 
Cornwallis Street car park for 
Premier Inns, who would rent it 
from the council when it was 
finished. This would provide 80 
bed spaces in the town centre, 
which is good news for the local 
economy and tourism.  Hastings 
has fewer than a thousand 
serviced bed spaces for tourists 

– Eastbourne has over five thousand, Bournemouth has twenty thousand. 

The council is working with Premier Inns to sort out the details, but the design for the 
building will of course need to go to the Planning Committee for consideration, as 
with any new development. Plans are expected soon, with the building constructed 
to a BREEAM ‘very good’ standard, placing it in the top 25% of all new build 
commercial buildings in the country for environmental and energy efficiency 
standards. 

Harold Place 

This site (where the toilets used to be), is also subject to negotiations with a mid-
market national restaurant chain, where again the council would build a new, two-
storey restaurant to a high standard, and rent it to the restaurant chain.  Plans for 
this building will hopefully be released in the not-too-distant future, along with the 
name of the restaurant.  There’s still a way to go on that, as the deal won’t be 
finalised until the restaurant is satisfied with the design, and cost, of the building the 
council is proposing.  There might, however, be other funding sources for this 
project, which could mean a better-quality building than if the entire cost of the 
project was borne by the rental payments. 

Havelock Road 

The council recently bought the 
freehold of office buildings at the 
top end of Havelock Road, to 
generate additional income for the 
council’s budget. The Department 
for Work and Pensions are 
currently moving into that building, 
but there’s also a ground-floor unit 
that extends round the back into 
Priory Square that’s never been let, 
and is currently enclosed by 
hoardings.  
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This unit will hopefully be taken on by Plumpton College as an education centre for 
training in horticultural and agricultural skills and qualifications.  They currently have 
a bid in to the Town Deal fund to pay for this – you can find out more on the Town 
Deal website.  If that bid isn’t approved, the council would look to market the unit for 
other purposes. 

 

That’ll do for this month – if you have any questions, do get in touch. 


