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Hastings Council Issues 

This report deals with Tressell Ward issues, as well as a summary of issues arising 
from my cabinet portfolio, for finance and property. 

As the council leader, Cllr. Kim Forward has introduced a number of ways you can 
keep up-to-date with what the council’s up to.  Kim does a weekly video blog which 
you can see here: 

https://www.hastings.gov.uk/news/vlogs/ 

Or there’s now a weekly Hastings Council newsletter by email, which you can sign 
up for here: 

https://www.hastings.gov.uk/news/newsletter/ 

And of course, Kim still has her fortnightly Hastings Observer column, as I did when I 
was leader. 

Tressell Ward Issues 

We carry out a weekly (weather permitting) ‘walkabout’ in Tressell ward, where we 
stroll around the ward, usually on Tuesday mornings. If you’d like to come along to 
those, let me know (email via the Tressell Councillors website). I’ve set up a ‘Tressell 
Blog’ on the website, where we report back on what we found on our walkabouts, 
and invite comments. 

The Tressell Councillors website is at: www.tressell.org.uk. Please promote it to 
anyone you know who lives in the ward (or indeed anyone else!). 

October Walkabouts 

A few of our regular walkabouts were rained off, but we still managed three since last 
month’s report.  These are all reported on the 
Tressell Councillors website, but here are 
some of the more significant issues we 
found, or have emerged over the last month. 
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Potholes and Pavements 

A perennial problem of course, and the 
responsibility of East Sussex County 
Council rather than Hastings Council.  
However, Tania Charman can still raise 
these problems with the county council, as 
she’s the county councillor for Old 
Hastings and Tressell division as well as 
the Tressell ward councillor on Hastings 
Council. 

There were two particular problems we 
noticed on our walkabouts this month: 

badly surfaced footways in Coghurst Road, and an impressive collection of potholes 
in North Terrace.  We got the county council highway inspectors out to look at the 
footway in Coghurst Road, but they said it wasn’t bad enough for them to repair it. 
Tania is onto the potholes in North Terrace, so hopefully we’ll be more successful 
there. 

Church Street Site 

A site at the bottom of Clifton Road has been fenced off for a long time now, after it 
was sold for development a few years ago. The address of this site is on Church 
Street, the now abandoned 
street that runs along the 
edge of Speckled Wood to 
Victoria Avenue.  It had been 
part of a BLAT (Brownfield 
Land Assembly Trust), which 
had been set up by the South 
East England Development 
Agency, abolished around ten 
years ago.  The idea of the 
BLAT was to assemble all the 
plots of land in and around 
Speckled Wood for housing 
development.  But when the 
council agreed to protect Speckled Wood through its last Local Plan, the BLAT was 
no longer relevant, and this site (which isn’t part of the Speckled Wood protected 
area) was sold to a private developer. 

Since then, the site has been resold, and there have been several unsuccessful 
planning applications, although one was eventually approved for five houses in 2016.  
A later application was submitted for six houses, but this was refused.  After that, the 
developer reverted to the earlier permission, with applications to discharge planning 
conditions submitted up till April last year, after which nothing much has happened. 

Normally, planning permissions expire after three years.  However, this does not 
apply if development has begun, even if it’s subsequently stopped.  Some drainage 
works have taken place on this site, so the permission won’t expire.  Unfortunately, 
there’s nothing the council can do to make the developers start on the site, a 
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problem that pertains in many parts of Hastings (and elsewhere) where sites with 
planning permission aren’t developed.  Meanwhile, the government imposes higher 
and higher targets on councils to identify extra sites for housing development, rather 
than giving councils powers to penalise developers for not building out their sites 
where they have planning permission. 

One thing we might be able to do, to at least provoke the developer into some sort of 
action, is to require them to apply for planning permission for the Herras fencing that 
surrounds the site. They don’t need permission for temporary fencing around a site 
that they’re actually working on, but as the fencing has been there for four years or 
more, it’s hardly ‘temporary’.  I’ll follow that up. 

8-10 Clifton Road 

Immediately next to this site is a 
former care home that has been 
empty for a while. A planning 
application was submitted back in 
March for development as a HMO 
(House in Multiple Occupation), which 
basically means housing for single 
people, with some shared facilities.  In 
this case, it would provide 
accommodation for 17 people. 

This sort of accommodation can be 
very useful, if it’s well managed, as there is a big shortage of affordable housing for 
young, single people.  The application has not yet been approved, with revised plans 
recently submitted. 

Land Adjacent to 45 Hardwicke 
Road 

This is another site where not a 
great deal seems to be 
happening. However, in fairness 
to the developer on this one, they 
do seem to be still actively 
pursuing it. 

The site received planning 
permission for a three-bedroom 
house in June 2019. A variation 
to the layout of the house was 
approved in August this year. I 
would hope development will begin soon, although it might well wait till spring now, I 
suspect.  We’ll keep an eye on it. 
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Hastings Council: Finance and Property 

Council Budget 2020/21: The Impact of Covid 

Even before the second lockdown, the 
council’s financial position was looking 
pretty precarious. The council already had 
a deficit of £1.6m carried over from last 
year, thanks to ten years of austerity cuts 
in our government funding and despite 
making almost £1.5m savings and service 
cuts over the last year.  

But there have been significant additional 
costs and lost income due to Covid. At 
the end of October 2020, and taking into 
account the second lockdown, the 
predicted income losses amount to just 
over £3m (sales, fees and charges make 
up about £2.4m of this, for things such as 
car parking, closure of the cliff railways, 
and closed beach chalets).  Additional 
expenditure arising because of the Covid 
crisis amounts to around £2.2 million (a 
lot of this was for additional temporary 
accommodation costs for rough sleepers 

and homeless households). That amounts to around £5.2m in total, although not all 
of those costs will fall in the current financial year. The total government funding 
received to date to help deal with the Covid crisis, and to administer the grants to 
local businesses, will come to about £3m.  On top of that, there’s also a grant to deal 
specifically with rough sleepers of £300,000.  

That means so far, the cost of Covid to the council amounts to around £1.9 million 
more than the grants provided by government.  However, as some of this deficit will 
appear next year, we’re hoping that this will be taken into account in the 
government’s grant settlement for the council for 2021/22. 

The bottom line at the moment however, is that for the current financial year, the 
council will have a shortfall in its budget of around £2m, although that figure could 
change substantially. 

Grants to Local Businesses 

There will be another round of statutory grants to local businesses administered by 
the council in the second lockdown, based on rateable values, in the same way that 
they were issued in the first lockdown.  These second lockdown grants will be rather 
less generous than last time though, amounting to about half what businesses 
received per month in the first lockdown. There will again be a discretionary scheme, 
although that will be rather different this time.  For Hastings, this will be a £1.8m 
grant to help local businesses in whatever way the council thinks is most beneficial – 
that could be individual grants, or other initiatives to regenerate local businesses. 
The catch here though is that the government is saying this fund will be for the whole 
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of the next year, to deal with this lockdown, and any future lockdowns.  As we have 
no way of knowing whether there will be future lockdowns and for how long they will 
last, that makes it very difficult to come up with a grant scheme that makes any 
sense, and ensures that the £1.8m is neither overspent nor underused. 

As you can see, this is a pretty messy time! 

That’ll do for now – if you’d like more information on any of this, email me: 

cllr.peter.chowney@hastings.gov.uk. 

mailto:cllr.peter.chowney@hastings.gov.uk

