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Goodbye Post Office  
 
Last year, the Post 
Office in Vicarage 
Road closed, after 
Post Office Ltd 
ended the salaried 
role for a sub-
postmaster there, 
paying instead by 
each PO transaction 
over the counter.  
This meant the 
business was no 

longer viable.  After the post office closed, 
the owner of Whitefriars Stores took on 
the post office function, on a ‘pay per 
transaction’ basis.  But then, after a few 
weeks, Post Office Ltd decided to close 
that too, while the shop owner was away. 
 
Peter Chowney said: 

“ We’ve seen an 
unfortunate trend of post 
offices closing across 
Hastings, and across the 
country.  The big crown 
post offices have all but 
disappeared, there isn’t 
one in the borough now, 
but many local sub-post 
offices have closed too, 
often for no good reason.  

We are trying to find out exactly why this 
post office was discontinued by Post 
Office Ltd, but it’s a blow to local people—
the nearest post office is now in Ore, or 
the Old Town.  Labour’s policy nationally 
is to stop local post office closures, which 
I strongly support.  Post Offices are an 
important part of the local community and 
shouldn’t be run solely as a profit-making 
business.  We’ll do what we can to get 
Post Office Ltd to reconsider their 
decision,  We’ve recently found out that 
the owner of The Shah Supermarket is 
hoping to get a post office counter in 
there—let’s hope he succeeds!” 

Cleaner Streets Coming Soon  
 

At the end of 
June, 
Hastings 
Council will 
be ending its 
waste 
services 
contract with 
Kier.  Street 

cleansing will be brought  back ‘in-house’ 
so the street cleaning staff will be 
employed directly by the council, rather 
than by a contractor.  This will include 
clearing flytips and collection of bulky 
waste items.  The refuse collection part of 
the service has been let to a new 
contractor, Biffa waste services.  That too 
begins at the end of 
June. 
 
Tania Charman said: 
“ The contract with Kier 
had never worked well, 
street cleaning in 
Hastings hasn’t been 
good, and was 
particularly poor in 
densely populated areas 
such as St George’s Road.  Running the 
service in-house means we have much 
more control over it, we can react more 
quickly to reports of litter, dog fouling and 
flytipping. We’ll also be employing a lot 
more staff than Kier did, and will have a 
dedicated team with their own refuse 
truck responsible for emptying litter bins. 
We’ll be using traditional ‘barrow’ rounds 
more too, so cleaners can get to know 
their local community.   
 
It will also mean that online reports from 
the public via the ‘My Hastings’ website 
can be sent directly to the cleaning 
operatives.  We will still depend on those 
reports to get problems dealt with—so 
please keep reporting them.” 
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You can contact your local councillors at: 
 
Peter Chowney:    cllr.peter.chowney@hastings.gov.uk 
Tania Charman:         cllr.tania.charman@hastings.gov.uk 
Voicemail:  01424 451066 
 
Tania is also the East Sussex County Council councillor for the Tressell and Old Hastings division. 
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In recent 
weeks, 
there’s been a 
lot on the 
news about 
councils 
running out of 
money. Huge 

cuts in government grants have made this 
inevitable.  But East Sussex County 
Council are judged to be in the top ten 
councils with the biggest financial crisis. 
The council has recently published a ‘core 
services’ budget, which will reduce 
services to the minimum it’s required to 
provide by law.  

Tania Charman said: 
“ This year, we saw cuts in community  
grants, some of them provided to the most 
vulnerable.  The Isabel Blackman Centre 
in Hastings Old Town, which offers 
daycare services to elderly people with 
dementia, is closing. ESCC provides 
many services in Hastings, including adult 
social care, children’s services, highway 
maintenance and libraries, so expect  
more potholes and less care for those in 
need.  I can sympathise with the county 
council, but it’s difficult to have sympathy 
for its Tory leadership. These are Tory 
cuts, whether they’re made at County Hall 
or Whitehall.  We’ll keep fighting them.” 

 
 

East Sussex County Council:  Cuts and More Cuts 

A Message from Peter Chowney, Labour Parliamentary Candidate 
for Hastings & Rye: 
 
“ In 2017, I was pleased to stand as the Labour candidate in the general election, 
reducing Amber Rudd’s majority from more than 5,000 to just 346. Although regener-
ation in Hastings, particularly around the arts and cultural sector, has helped the lo-
cal economy, there are still areas of significant deprivation, as well as poor transport 
infrastructure, poor education and skills, poor health, and increasing homelessness.  
The government has failed to recognise any of this, massively cutting funding for 
public services in our town.  We need a government and MP that will face up to the 
serious problems we have locally, and do something about them.  As your MP, I 
would promise to do that. If you have a question, or would like to help with our cam-
paign, please contact me by email:  
 
peter.chowney@hastingsandryelabour.org.uk ”  
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