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Percy Road News

From your local Labour team: Peter Chowney & Tania Charman
March 2018
Into the Woods We Need the Greenway!

A planning application has been submitted
for the Frederick Road (réad to nowhere’ )
| site, by Gemselect, a local housing
- developer. But despite concerns raised by
. councillors and local residents, design
i problems remain and the essential
" greenway route has been left out.

v N ; ‘ : == Tania ;
Hastlngs CounC|I recently donated a pIot Charman said: §
of land in Church Street to Ore “There are
Community Land Trust. The trust is the many things
local volunteer organisation that looks wrong with this
after the woodland, keeping footpaths application.

open and carrying out basic maintenance.
They have now cleared the site, and will
place a shipping container
there, to store tools for
volunteers working in the

The 'massing
and scale’ of y 5

the block of flats by the Frederlck Road
junction is unacceptable—in other words,

woodland. they’re too big and ugly. But leaving out
the cycling and walking route is
| Peter Chowney said: catastrophic—it forms an essential part of
. “OCLT do a wonderful job the borough cycling network included in
looking after the the Local Plan, forming part of the route
woodland. Much of the from Speckled Wood, along Hurrell Road,
wood is abandoned, and through the power station site to Ore
clir. pPeterPryRiglysQwned land, Station. This site is earmarked for housing
which is now protected in the Local Plan, and we
open space under the council’s local plan. want to see it developed.

Over time, OCLT hope to acquire more of
the land, but for now, | was very pleased
that the council was able to donate this
small plot. Having a place to store tools
and other equipment, as well as a base
that volunteers can work from, will make

But Tania and | will be
opposing these plans in
their current form, and
urging planners to refuse
them before they get

their job easier. Keeping the land tidy is a anywhere near a planning

challenge though, as it has been used for ~ committee. Developers =~ =22 22w 2
illegal flytipping. If you see this happening can't be allowed to ignore '

anywhere in the woodland, let Tania or the council’s planning policies simply

me know, with a vehicle number if you because it's in one of the more deprived
can. And why not volunteer to help parts of town.”

OCLT? The more people get involved,

the better we can make this precious local All the plans and details of the proposed
green space.” development are available at:

http://bit.ly/2np9uri.
See overl eaf for OCLT—%—O—In‘%—ch_Utﬂ det ai |l s.
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http://bit.ly/2np9uri

Council Budget 2018/19:

This year,
Hastings
Council again
suffered huge
cuts in its
government
grants, with
its Revenue Support Grant cut by a further
24% to £1.5m. However, the council has
put together a budget with no cuts to front
line services:

Peter Chowney said:

“ Since 2010, government grant cuts to
Hastings Council have amounted to £45m.
Thanks to efficiency savings and
successful income generation schemes,
primarily commercial property purchases,
we’ve offset some of the lost government
grant. So there will be no staff
redundancies this year, and car parking

Yet More Funding Cuts

charges will be frozen. However, we will
need to put up Council Tax by 2.99% (the
maximum allowed), an increase of £7.48 a
year for a band D property. Future years
could still be difficult though, with a £2m
gap in the budget emerging as
government grants are cut still further. So
more service cuts might still be necessary.
However, we intend to raise more income,
through commercial property purchases,
buying housing through our newly-
established council-owned housing
company, and through sustainable energy
generation. We still have ambitious plans
for the town, despite government austerity
cuts. So we’ll do all we can to raise the
income to replace these cuts. But this isn’t
just a local problem—some councils are
simply running out of money. If the
government doesn’t restore funding soon,
essential services will simply cease”
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3% local people to volunteer and get involved to organise events, raise awareness of 3§

N Ore Community Land Trust Needs You! N
2~ As a local charity set up to protect and look after Speckled Wood, OCLT needs <
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Sk the woodland, and carry out maintenance tasks. See their website at: Sk
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Voicemail: 01424 451066

Peter Chowney:
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Tressell Councillors produce monthly reports:
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You can contact your Labour councillors at:

Muriel Matters House, 2 Breeds Place, Hastings TN34 3AA

clir.peter.chowney@hastings.gov.uk

Tania Charman:

clir.tania.charman@hastings.gov.uk

Tania is also the East Sussex County Council councillor for the Tressell and Old Hastings

division.

www.tressell.org.uk

|ﬂl www.facebook.com/tressell
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