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Same Old Story
Despite
repeated
promises from
Optivo
Housing
Association to
clean up
Farley Bank,
the rubbish
and litter remains. Council enforcement
action may now be the only option.
Peter Chowney said:
“ I’ve lost count of the number of times
I’ve contacted Optivo about the litter on
Farley Bank, but nothing gets done.
Cleaning of the estate remains infrequent,
and when it is done, it’s not done
properly. The only time I’ve ever seen it
clean is the day before the Optivo Chief
Executive visited.
Cleaning Farley Bank is
unnecessarily complicate
it’s true, because different
organisations have
different responsibilities
for different areas. What
would make far more
sense is if Optivo paid the
council’s new DSO to
keep the whole estate
Cllr. Peter Chowney
clean, rather than just the
roads—it would be a lot better if just one
organisation were responsible. But the
current situation has to improve, no-one
should have to live like this. I’ve asked.
council officers to look at the possibility of
enforcement action by the council, which
would mean treating the failure to clean
the estate as ‘anti-social behaviour’. This
is possible apparently, but would be very
unusual. But we do need some way to
get Optivo to take this seriously, and not
just clean up the estate, but keep it clean
too. This has been going on for so long,
I’d be prepared to try anything.”

Mysteries of the Ore
Business Park
It seems a long
time ago that the
Ore Business
Park closed,
followed by a
series of
planning
applications and
redevelopment
proposals. In the
end, only part of
the site was developed, and the rest
abandoned. The remaining part of the
site was then sold to a new owner, but
nothing further has happened, and there
has been no further
contact with the council.
Tania Charman said:
“ The site now has a
caravan on it, which
appears to be
unoccupied at the
moment, but the site is
otherwise abandoned
and littered with rubbish. Cllr. Tania Charman
We understand that the
site has been bought by a small land
investment group in London, so I’m now
concerned that they will simply ‘land bank’
the site and do nothing with it. There is a
valid planning permission for the site, but
that would involve completing the original
development, which presumably wasn’t
viable. It also forms part of a proposed
cycle route, from Ore Station to Speckled
Wood, so we’d want to make sure that
was included in any future proposals.
This site has been a blight on the local
area for too long, particularly for those
who bought homes in the first part of the
development, expecting that the rest
would be completed. We will try to make
contact with the new owner, and find out
what their intentions are.”

Tressell News

East Sussex County Council: Cuts and More Cuts
In recent
weeks,
there’s been a
lot on the
news about
councils
running out of
money. Huge
cuts in government grants have made this
inevitable. But East Sussex County
Council are judged to be in the top ten
councils with the biggest financial crisis.
Recently, they took a decision to close all
their children’s centres in Hastings—
including the centre at The Bridge
Community Centre, on Priory Road.

Tania Charman said:
“ The decision to close children’s centres
is very disappointing. As it happens, the
county council had already cut most of the
children’s centre services at The Bridge
anyway, they were only funding the room
hire for Starlings play group, costing just
£45 a week during term time. But now
they’re cutting that too, which is mean and
unnecessary. I can sympathise with the
county council, it’s suffered badly from
austerity cuts, but it’s difficult to have
sympathy for its Tory leadership. These
are Tory cuts, whether they’re made at
County Hall or Whitehall. We’ll keep
fighting them.”

A Message from Peter Chowney, Labour Parliamentary Candidate
for Hastings & Rye:
“ In 2017, I was pleased to stand as the Labour candidate in the general election,
reducing Amber Rudd’s majority from more than 5,000 to just 346. Although regeneration in Hastings, particularly around the arts and cultural sector, has helped the local economy, there are still areas of significant deprivation, as well as poor transport
infrastructure, poor education and skills, poor health, and increasing homelessness.
The government has failed to recognise any of this, massively cutting funding for
public services in our town. We need a government and MP that will face up to the
serious problems we have locally, and do something about them. As your MP, I
would promise to do that. If you have a question, or would like to help with our campaign, please contact me by email:
peter.chowney@hastingsandryelabour.org.uk ”
You can contact your local councillors at:
Peter Chowney:
cllr.peter.chowney@hastings.gov.uk
Tania Charman:
cllr.tania.charman@hastings.gov.uk
Voicemail: 01424 451066
Tania is also the East Sussex County Council councillor for the Tressell and Old Hastings division .
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