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Not Good Enough!

Still Too Much Rubbish

A planning
application has
now been
submitted for
the Frederick
Road (‘road to
nowhere’) site,
by Gemselect,
a local housing
developer. But
despite
concerns raised by councillors and local
residents at the pre-application forum,
none of these concerns has been
addressed.

For too long,
Farley Bank has
been plagued by
rubbish that’s left
lying around and
rarely cleaned up.
Responsibilities
for keeping the
estate clean are
complicated, with
Hastings Council
responsible for litter on the footpaths
through the estate, East Sussex County
Council responsible for the highway
verges, and Optivo responsible for all the
other land.

Peter Chowney said:
“ There are many things wrong with this
application. The ’massing
and scale’ of the block of
flats by the Frederick
Road junction is
unacceptable—in other
words, they’re too big
and ugly. But worse still,
the greenway route
through the site, which is
part of the council’s
Cllr. Peter Chowney
official local plan, has
been removed, even though it was
included (in the wrong place) at the preapplication forum. The planned houses
further down the site leave a lot to be
desired too, they’re not the innovative,
attractive designs we’d like to see. Tania
and I will be opposing these plans in their
current form, and urging planners to
refuse them before they get anywhere
near a planning committee. Developers
can’t be allowed to ignore the council’s
planning policies simply because it’s in
one of the more deprived parts of town.”
All the plans and details of the proposed
development are available on the
council’s website (application ref. HS/
FA/18/00001).

Tania Charman said:
“ The different responsibilities for land on
Farley Bank are ridiculous, and make life
difficult. But that’s no excuse for Farley
Bank being so neglected when it comes
to keeping it clean and tidy. The biggest
problem seems to lie with Optivo housing
association, and their failure to keep the
general parts of the estate clean. As
councillors, we complain about this all the
time. While that sometimes results in a
one-off clean-up, it’s not maintained. But
getting anything done is made more
difficult because the former Amicus
Horizon housing association got rid of
estate managers. We used to work
closely with them, and did regular
inspections. Sadly, that no longer
happens. As local councillors, we want to
work with local housing associations in a
positive way, but that’s become more
difficult as each one responsible for the
former council housing stock has been
absorbed into increasingly large, and
more remote, organisations. The council
is looking at what powers it could use to
force housing associations to clean up
their land, although there’s no obvious
way to do that. But we’ll keep trying.”

Tressell News

The Bridge Community Centre: What Next?
Bridge Community Enterprise Ltd, the trust
that has run The Bridge Community
Centre since it opened 12 years ago, has
been wound up because they’ve run out of
money. Organisations that use the
building, such as the Creative pre-school,
run by
In2play, have
continued to
use the
building, and
other key
groups still
meet there.
But the café
has had to be closed to the public, for the
time being. The Bridge trustees have
been looking for a new partner to take on
the ownership of the building, and help to
run it.

Tania Charman said:
“Sadly, the sources of
grant funding that The
Bridge had depended on
since it opened have dried
up, as government
austerity cuts bite deeper
into the community sector. Cllr. Tania Charman
Other not-for-profit
organisations have been invited to submit
expressions of interest in The Bridge and
these will be considered very soon. The
trustees hope to have new arrangements
in place by the end of March. I’ve been
involved with The Bridge since it opened,
as a worker, chair of the Halton Residents’
Association, and as the local councillor. I
shall be doing all I can to make sure it fully
re-opens and continues to serve our
community.”

Ore Community Land Trust Needs You!

As a local charity set up to protect and look after Speckled Wood, OCLT needs local people to volunteer and get involved to organise events, raise awareness of the
woodland, and carry out maintenance tasks. See their website at:
www.orecommunitylandtrust.org.uk/
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