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Humps and Bumps

Council Budget 2018/19

Bembrook
Road has long
been a rat-run
for traffic taking
a short-cut and
appears as part
of the shortest
route through
Hastings on
Satnavs. That
extra traffic has
taken its toll,
with the road
now in poor condition, and full of potholes.
There are also no dropped kerbs on any
of the junctions.

This year, Hastings Council again
suffered huge cuts in its government
grants, with
its Revenue
Support Grant
cut by 24% to
£1.5m. In
2011, this
grant was
over £9m,
and has not been replaced by other
government funding. However, the council
has put together a budget with no cuts to
front line services:

Tania Charman said:
“ Roads and footways are the
responsibility of East
Sussex County Council,
so the borough council
can do nothing about
them. As the local county
councillor, I can and do
take up these issues, and
have complained about
the poor condition of
Cllr. Tania Charman Bembrook Road, and
how much it’s in need of
resurfacing. We have had problems with
speeding traffic along the road, but
maintaining the road in such poor
condition isn’t the solution. There have
also been problems with speeding
motorbikes, but the police did take action
about that, and we’ve had no further
complaints recently. Unfortunately, East
Sussex County Council have now cut all
spending on dropped kerbs, and will
install no new ones. This means anyone
who depends on a mobility scooter to get
around is confined to their home, so it’s a
particularly heartless cut. But I will do all I
can to get resurfacing work done, and
improve the condition of the road.”

Peter Chowney said:
“ Thanks to efficiency
savings and our
successful income
generation schemes, in
particular the purchase of
commercial properties,
we’ve been able to offset
some of the lost
Cllr. Peter Chowney
government grant. So
there will be no staff
redundancies this year, and car parking
charges will be frozen. However, we will
need to put up Council Tax by 2.99% (the
maximum allowed), which amounts to an
increase of £7.48p a year for a band D
property. Future years could still be
difficult though, with a £2m gap in the
budget emerging as government grants
are cut still further. So future service cuts
might still be necessary. However, we
intend to generate more income, through
commercial property purchases, buying
housing through our newly-established
council-owned housing company, and
through sustainable energy generation,
supplied through a local network. We still
have ambitious plans for the town, despite
government austerity cuts. So, we’ll do all
we can to generate the income we need
to replace these cuts.”

Tressell News

The Bridge Community Centre: What Next?
Bridge Community Enterprise Ltd, the trust
that has run The Bridge Community
Centre since it opened 12 years ago, has
been wound up because they’ve run out of
money.
Organisations that
use the building,
such as the
Creative preschool, run by
In2play, have
continued to use
the building, and
other key groups
still meet there.
But the café has
had to be closed
to the public, for the time being. The
Bridge trustees have been looking for a
new partner to take on the ownership of
the building, and help to run it.

Tania Charman said:
“Sadly, the sources of grant funding that
The Bridge had depended on since it
opened have dried up, as government
austerity cuts bite deeper
into the community sector.
Other not-for-profit
organisations have been
invited to submit expressions
of interest in The Bridge and
these will be considered very
soon. The trustees hope to
have new arrangements in
place by the end of March.
I’ve been involved with The
Bridge since it opened, as a
worker, chair of the Halton
Residents’ Association, and as the local
councillor. I shall be doing all I can to
make sure it fully re-opens and continues
to serve our community.”

Ore Community Land Trust Needs You!

As a local charity set up to protect and look after Speckled Wood, OCLT needs local people to volunteer and get involved to organise events, raise awareness of the
woodland, and carry out maintenance tasks. See their website at:
www.orecommunitylandtrust.org.uk/
Tressell Councillors produce monthly reports:

If you would like to receive these by e-mail, contact Peter
Chowney, or download them from the Tressell Councillors
website.
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